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ABST^CT 

This digast highlights f aaturas e£ the 3 
Resources Information Cantar (ERIC)^ axplalns hov? to usi 
most affactively, and offars suggastions on how health * 
education taacher education faculty can presant and usa 
systam to supplemant classroom instruction* FolloHing a 
of how resources in ERIC can ba halpful to taachari and 
candidates, a discussion is prasanted on what teachar ci 
should know in ordar to use ERIC effectively. Somi suggi 
activites for classroom follow--up ara listad* (JD) 
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The Importance of 
The Educational Resources Information Center 
For Health and Physical Education Teacher Candidate 



The ERIC syitem can be a vital r^urae for health and 
physical aducation, offering not only resaarch findlngi but 
practical ideaa and information that HPRD teacher candidates 
can um throughout their prof^ional careeri. Thii di^t 
highlighta ERIC'a feature and how to use the lystem m^t 
effectively. It offers sugg^tions on how HPRD taachar 
education faculty can pr^nt and uie the ERIC syitem. 

What Is ERIC? 

It's the world's largest ^ucatioiial database— used by 
r^e^chers, education prof^ionols, and policy makers lu'ound 
the world. It's the Educational R^urc^ Information Center, 
ERIC for short ERIC can expand KPRD teacher candidate' 
knowledge of the profi^ion, broaden their career horizons, and 
give a lifelong resource for prof(^ional competence 
improvement This dig^t highlights ERIC's feature, explains 
how to use the system most effectively, and offers sugg^tions 
on how HPRD teacher education faculty can pr^nt and use 
the ERIC system in their alassrooms. 

Why Do HPRD Teacher Candidate Need To Use ERIC? 

ERIC serves as the most comprehensive source of 
information on healthy physical education, r^reation and 
dance for taachers and teacher candidates. 

AeeesMniiiy, The larg^t ^ucation^ databa^ in the 
world, ERIC contains more than 500,000 document and 
journal auricles from all areas of education. Th^ include 
research reporti on exercise physiol^p^i elementaiy physical 
education curriculum guid^, AAHPERD inference papers, 
and pamphlets on toxic shock. The system is accwible either 
by ^mputer or by using the print Indexes published in two 
monthly ind«c^, fyscmrcea in EdttcQtim and Currmd Indme to 
JcmmaU in EdmcM&ru found in research libraritt nationwide. 
The indextt provide full biblio^^phic citations and atetracte 
for each entiy, along with subject and auttior indexes. The full 
text of ERIC documents is available on microfiche in the 
library ^Uections. ^mputer searching of the datobase is also 
available in many librari^ and on home ^mputers. 

^felat^ Reaourme, Leiu^ning die ERIC system ^v^ 
HPRD teacher candidate acc^ to materials for term papers, 
bibliographies, and other rese^ch assignments. But more 
importantly, it offers a lifelong entry to the education 
profession's comprehensive r^urc^. In addition to r^e^eh 
findings, ERIC dMuments imd journal ^icl^ contain many 
practical ^ideas that work''— suggestions on sports 
management, curriculum enhancements* handling discipline 
problems, and Information on ciirrent education^ and 
pref^ional issues such as teenage pregnancy, merit p^, basic 
instruction, and teacher evaluation^ 



MvMplB Viewpoif^ ERIC allows comprehensive 
information=^thering in all discipline connected with 
education b^ause unlike a single publication or one author*s 
persj^tive, it contains many viewpoints. For example, a single 
iearch of ERIC on the subject "classroom discipline" will yierd 
views of teachers, ^ach^, principals, education faculty, and 
researchers. 

Career D^mlopm^U. The literature in the database also 
hel^ HPRD teacher candidate obtain comprehensive 
infonnation on career development From certification 
requirements in the various state and international education 
opportunitie, to st^f development programs and innovative 
products and technique, all can be found in ERIC. 

Why Should HPRD Education Faculty Teach ERIC 
in the Clasiitioni? 

Faculty have special areas of expertise to draw from when 
teaching the ERIC system. A faculty_ member can help the 
student find different theori^, practices, specific researchers, 
and organizations knowiedgeable about the subject Thus, 
guidance from a faculty member helps students refine the 
search quetions and determine how to locate specific 
information. 

Cla^room assi^m^nte that follow a libraiy orientation 
will aMure a more thorough understanding of how to conduct 
an ERIC search. Leaning how to use the system without 
practice js like lew^ning to drive a car without starting the 
engine. Studente need som^ne knowledgeable in the subject 
area to p^ specific teaching-career situations for which the 
ERIC system would be helpful In this way, using ERIC can 
be^me an inte^al part of teachera' profesional liv^. 

What Should HPRD Teacher Candidate Know 
to Use ERIC Effectively? 

To use the ERIC system effectively, HPRD teacher 
education candidate should know three things: how to form 
the "search quetion,'* how to conduct a sewch of the print 
indexe or ask for a computer seu^ch, and how to locate the full 
text of the dMuments and journal ^icl^. 

Defining the Qumtwm Both print index and computer 
searche begin with defining the **se^ch** quetion. The more 
pr^isely the question is ^ssed, the more "on target" the 
rwurce from the s^tem will ERIC indexes each 
document and ^ticle using a controlled vocabul^y found in 
the Tlmsaurm of ERIC DesanptorB. For example, a question 
like, "What do good elementan^ phj^icid education teachers 
do?" is far too bro^. But, **What are some eff^tive tBOching 
BtroM^m for fifth grade phyw^ eduocMm proffraTm^ yields a 
list of documents that are indexed by both decriptors Teaching 
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Mhp</h Qmden and Phu-^ml LAhmitioff, Exercises are 
flvaila^tole to give the students pmutice usinjr the Tlnmttnm 
(Houston 1981). 

^^^ndmting thm Searek Using the print irtdexes is 
advantrngeoui because it can eaaUy be done independently, and 
unlike a computer search, which usually involve a tee, the 
manual saarch is free. Using the print indexes i^ also the 
eaaiesfc way to locate resources if only a few docimmente arc 
needad on a specific topic (ERIC Clearinghouie ^n ^ial 
Sludi^e 1981). Other advantagas of th^ njanual search are the 
"ieran<dipitoui find" and the abili^ to change diE^ection without 
ixpan^ive computar manipulationi. 

Tc» conduct a print index search, the studenfea rnust be 
thorouis^hly familiar with the RIE and ClJE joUE-nals, which 
contain the indax^, mbstracta, and ordering infa^rniation 
needaA to locate the full text of the document or Journal article, 
Speeifloallyp they need to know how to use the austhor and 
subjecfc indaxes, how to intcrpfat the information contained in 
the abstract, and whare to goonae they identift- the ED (ERIC 
Docuraent)and the EJ (ERIC journal) numbers for the 
materi -^Is they want to read, 

A computer saarch is useful for doing an in-<iepth 
literature review or to locate minor d^eriptors »r idantifiars 
notiiit^^ in the TTtmawma (I^ubacher 1983). CoMiputer 
search^^ are available in mmi research librw^ias and in state 
departnentof education office. The databaae cmM B\m ^ 
searched using a home computer (Klausmeler 1^S4)* Large 
school ^iitriets often have ERIC computer saaf cti capability, 
and itui.cienta ihould know that this r^oufoe may^ be available 
tcthann ^ teachers^ 

L^^ating the Temt After locating the document (ED) 
nuiTib«^ and the Journal (EJ) numbers in RIE widCIJE, the 
student© must learn to locate the docunfienti in ttm^ microfiche 
collection and the journals in theier iia collation. If a journ al 
ii unavmilable in a Hbra^* a riprint of tha article can 
ordere<3 from Univarsify Microfilms Internationa, Article 
Eaprln-t Service* 3CND N. Zeeb Road, Ann Ai bor* Ebll 48106. 
Paper CMpies of most microfiche dooumenta can t»a ordored 
from tlae ERIC Document Reproduction Service, 3900 Wheeler 
Ave., AJexandria. VA 22804, 

Some Suggested Activiti^ for ClasaroDm FoUow-Up 

1, U'se the Thmaurus to locate index terms f»r an abstract 
that had been prev^iou.sjy indexad {La,, an ftbitmc* from RIE). 
This vvUl increase awaren^i about usin^ a contrc^lled 
vocabulary* 



^ 2, Compileabibliograph> of recent q^ocu men ts and journal 
articles in the ERIC system on a specific = topic such as testing 
motor skills. 

3. ImBXm recent HPRD curriculurri ^^ides to update 
resourGea in theichool curriculum lab, 

4. Debate a controversial issue sueli teacher testing, 
using materialilntha ERIC systam, to ir^icrease awareness 
about the diveriilyof the system. 

5. Prepare kison plans using ide^ r? retrieved from the 
ERIC systam. 

6. Prepare a policy paper on a contr^^versial subject, Buch 
as merit pay fortoachera. 

7. Give anoral presentotion about th»^e impact of 
educational reform efforts such as teac|ie:«r career ladders, 

8p L^ate ilatiitics atout teacher shot-rtag^ in a particular 
state. 

Reference 

Many of thyfollowing referenc^^tj^^ose identified with an 
EJ or ED numlffir-have bean abstract^^d and are in the ERIC 
acta baae, Thajgurnal articles should ^s^^vailable at moat 
reseanirt librarlaThe documenta (citati(^^ns with an ED 
number) are aviilabla on microfiche in E «RIC microfiche 
collections at over 700 l^ations, Doeumarints can also be 
ordered through the ERIC Docunieiit Ri^^roduction Service, 
Call (800) 2274?42for price and order intibrmation. For a list 
of ERIC coilectioni in your area* or for jn^Jormation on 
aubmitting documsnta to ERIC^ contact tUie ERIC 
ClearinghciUSe on Teacher Educationj Onmm Dupont Circle NW 
Suite 010, Waahin^n, DC 20036, (^02) 2^3-2450. 

ERIC Clgwinghoyaeon Social Studi^BcciaJ ^Science Education. 
Finding Whcd M Meed in BRIC. liil. filial 253 459. 

Findim Wh(d YmMd in ERIC, 1981= 2^33 459, 

Houston, W.B, CmglnfmiTiaiimfrom ERIC tmi^ Solve Educaiimi 

Pr^Utw A Mmm ModuUfor Teacher S^^ucaiwn. 1981 

ED 209130. 

KlmBmmiBr, J^h^kmsing ERIC Wiih ymir ^^^im^ocompider 19S4 
ED254 109. 

Laubacher. M.R Hm to Prepare for a Commt^^ Search of ERIC: A 

NQn-TechnwalAppf'^h^ Revised wid Upd^^ied, 1983. ED 237 100, 
Simmona, RM. ^fc?^ Users Guide to EBlCC 1980. ED 192 781, 
Tauberi RT. "EBlCiItilntroduetiQn and Vmtm^ln^s.** Jmmai of 
EdmolionfwlmHm 11(3) I9i5: 21Mg?,_ 



ERIC CLBA^BINGHOUBE ON TEACHER EDUCATION 
Eiizabeth A. Ashb-*Tirn, Director 
Margaret Mann» Ai^sociata Director 
Lai^riiPri^t, Associat^^ Director HPRD 



This publlQition was praparad with 
thg Oi^ce of Edugstfonal H^seatt^h i 
menu U.S. Depfctment of Educati&i 
iio, 40Chmom. The opiniona ex^ 
rtport do not necssariiy fiflect yie _ 
^licies of OERI or thi DepartmentT 



fundlnf fFom 
md Improve 
under ^ntr^t 
in this 
itlQng or 



Educational R^ufC^ IfifQt^eTnation C^ntert The 
nationwidt infof mstion ayata^m initiated In 1966 
by the U,a Dtpartment of ^Sducation, ERIC it 
ths larg^t and molt fr#qutr^Bitly ustd ucaiien 
data baie in thi world. 



er|c 



